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Brendan Fernandes, “Within Reach” 
Susan Inglett Gallery, through January 27 

 
Brendan Fernandes is the subject of his 
first solo exhibition with Susan Inglett 
Gallery, “Within Reach,” comprised of a 
series of sculptures as well as a program 
of activations performed by 
contemporary dancers. Fernandes’s 
sculptures are inspired by West African 
headrests, functionally made to preserve 
complex hairstyles while the wearer 
sleeps, but with deep-rooted cultural 
and spiritual importance, with the belief 
that these objects can promote dreams 
or prevent nightmares. 
Meanwhile, the artist’s choreography 
juxtaposed with the artworks results in a 
hybrid dialogue between African and 
Western artistic practices and presents a 
complex critique of colonialism and 
insight into the Fernandes’s own 
personal identity. (The next performance 
is scheduled for Saturday, January 20, 
2024.) 

Also on view in the exhibition are works 
from the “As One” photography project 

undertaken by Fernandes in 2015. Originally initiated as part of a commission for 
the Seattle Art Museum, and later expanded upon using the Cravens Collection 
at the UB Art Galleries, within the context of the performed dances, the work 
further interrogates the colonial legacies of the West. 

 

Brendan Fernandes. Photo: Michael Salisbury. Courtesy of the artist and Susan Inglett 
Gallery 

https://news.artnet.com/about/annikka-olsen-25687
https://www.inglettgallery.com/exhibitions/202-brendan-fernandes-within-reach/overview/


 
Brendan Fernandes, In Being II I (2023). Courtesy of the artist and Susan Inglett Gallery. 

 

 


