
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
moniquemeloche I 451 N. Paulina Street, Chicago, IL 60622 I 312 243 2129 I moniquemeloche.com 

 
LUKE AGADA 

b. 1992, Lagos, Nigeria. Lives and works in Chicago, IL 
 

Education 
2023 MFA, Painting and Drawing, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
2018 Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine, Federal University of Agriculture, Ogun State, Abeokuta, 

Nigeria 
 
Selected Exhibitions 
2025 TBA, moniquemeloche, Chicago, IL (forthcoming) 
2024 TBA, Roberts Projects, Los Angeles, CA (forthcoming) 

Newcity Breakout Artists Group Exhibition, Chicago Artist Coalition, Chicago, IL (forthcoming) 
In the Know, Show, Green Family Art Foundation, Dallas, TX 

2023 Polireality, Hive Center for Contemporary Art, Beijing, CN 
Arms, Feet and Fitful Dreams, moniquemeloche, Chicago, IL 
Where the Wild Roses Grow, Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery, Schloss Görne, Berlin, GE  

2021 Unusual Suspects, African Artists’ Foundation, Lagos, NI 
2020 Collective Reflections: A Contemporary African and Diasporic Expressions of a New Vanguard, 

Gallery 1957, Accra, Ghana 
2017 Lagos for All, Lagos, NI 
 
Grants & Fellowships 
2023 James Nelson Raymond Fellowship Award, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 Teaching Fellowship, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 SAIC Fall Residency Fellowship, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 Dean’s Grant, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
2020 Global Warming International Art Prize, Art Impact International, New York, NY 
 
Awards and Residencies 
2024 Breakout Artist 2024, Newcity Art, Chicago, IL 
2023 Artist in Residence, The Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art, North Adams, MA 
2022 Helen Frankenthaler Award, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 Janet and Russell Doubleday Award, The Art Students League of New York, New York, NY  
2021 George and Ann Siegel Award, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 Raise Our Voices, The Voice Residency, Voice HQ 
 
Podcasts 
2024 Episode 48: In Conversation with Luke Agada, The Curatorial Blonde with Caira Moreira   
 
Bibliography 
2024 “Breakout Artists 2024: Chicago’s Next Generation of Image Makers,” Newcity Art. April 2 
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